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Republicans roll out $37 million package to help farmers and the
self-employed

Legislation appears to be on fast-track with bipartisan support

Making good on a promise to present a “bigger and bolder”
proposal to help rural Wisconsin, including farmers.
Assembly Republicans this week released a plan that will
cost more than $36.6 million dollars this year. This comes
on the heels of the proposal announced by Governor Tony
Evers in his State of the State address.

Evers proposed an $8.5 million package of agriculture
proposals that didn't include any tax cuts and spent largely
on added state positions. The bulk of the Republican plan—
nearly $30 million—would be for tax cuts benefiting farmers.

The Republican package of five bills includes about $9 million in annual health insurance deductions for
sole proprietors, such as farmers, and a three-year targeted tax credit for the state’s smallest farms that
would cost about $27 million per year.

Farmers would be able to apply the tax credit, of up to $7,500, toward property taxes on buildings used
exclusively for farming. Claimants would have to make at least $35,000 in annual farm income to be
eligible. The credit would sunset in three years.

In the first year, farmers would request the credit from the Department of Revenue. In the next two years,
it would be a refundable tax credit.

Republicans are also proposing to allow self-employed individuals to deduct their health insurance from
their taxes. Because most farmers (85 percent) are self-employed, they would receive about $2.5 million
of the $9 million cost of the bill. The remainder would go to other self-employed small businesses.

Another Republican bill would require the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation to work with the
Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection to increase state exports of farm products
including milk, meat, and crop produce. Under the bill, up to $5 million would be allocated to expanding

exports in the 2021–23 fiscal biennium. Evers had originally proposed spending $1 million on expanded

exports.

Republicans did not reject proposals made by Governor Evers and democrats, but instead amended the
one bill to award grants to dairy processing plants only if they produce no more than 50 million pounds of
processed product per year. The grant would provide $1.2 million to eligible plants over two years.

The GOP proposal also would direct UW–Madison to compile a report on ways to best serve the state’s

farmers and conduct research on technology specific to agriculture.

Republicans did signal a likely rejection of Evers’ proposal to add staffing to state departments aimed at
assisting farmers with diversification including a greater focus on organic products, and green energy
use.

“We built on some of his proposals, but some of his proposals do take us in the wrong direction with
simply just adding a bunch of government employees,” said Rep. Tyler August, (R-Lake Geneva). “They
need actual help; they don’t need more government bureaucrats.”

https://www.vote.coop/


Rep. Travis Tranel (R-Cuba City) defended the cost of the Republican proposals, pointing out that
agriculture is a $100 billion industry in Wisconsin. Also, The Department of Revenue recently announced
the state is projected to have a $450 million budget surplus by the middle of next year. Wisconsin is home
to nearly 65,000 farms, but the state's $46 billion dairy industry has been hit hard in recent years amid
low milk prices. Wisconsin has lost a third of its dairy farms since 2011, an average of two a day.

“When you’re talking about a $100 billion industry, a $27 million investment in our farms is a significant
investment, sure, but I think it’s also very appropriate," said Tranel, whose family operates a dairy farm in
Cuba City in southwest Wisconsin.

The Republican-authored bills were introduced Monday and the Assembly's agriculture committee voted
unanimously Tuesday to advance them after a hastily called public hearing. Democrats on the Assembly
agriculture committee joined with Republicans Tuesday in voting for the tax cuts, which also drew broad
support from the state's agriculture community.

The bills could be taken up by the full Assembly next week.

WECA joins coalition to fight legal challenge to Nemadji Trail
Project

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA), Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce
(WMC), Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW), Wisconsin Utilities Association (WUA), Upper
Midwest Municipal Energy Group (UMMEG), and Cooperative Network (CN) filed an amicus brief in
support of the Nemadji Trail Energy Center project.

The Wisconsin Public Service Commission voted last month to approve construction of the $700 million
renewable-enabling Nemadji Trail Energy Center which will be constructed in Superior by Dairyland
Power Cooperative and Duluth-based Minnesota Power. The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission also
previously approved the plant, but an appeals court intervened and ordered the agency to conduct an
environmental review.

The legal dispute challenges the constitutionality of the Minnesota court’s attempt to require an
environmental review for a project based out-of-state.

In asking the court to grant a Petition for Review and overturn the decision to require the review, the
coalition brief states, “Multi-state entities that are regulated in any fashion by any Minnesota agency are
rightfully concerned with the breadth and scope of this reasoning. Any project that physically crosses state
lines will certainly be subject to additional uncertainty.”

The 625-megawatt Nemadji Trail center is part of the plan by the utilities to increase wind and solar
sources and move away from coal plants. According to Dairyland Power, the combined-cycle natural gas
facility will serve as the "power behind the power" supporting renewable energy investments, and
providing reliability when the wind doesn’t blow and the sun doesn’t shine.

The Nemadji Trail Energy Center is scheduled to be in service by 2025.

Video project demonstrates dangers of car crashes involving
power poles and transformers

Setting the pole (and breaking it) to set up the scene. "...and action!"
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Telling the bystander to “Stay Back” in one scene. The talent, Elevate Media Reps, Beth Alesch, 

Carol Blaken, Ben Bella, and Ashley Miller.

A coalition of Wisconsin’s electric cooperatives are working on a driver’s education project to develop
educational materials that bring greater awareness to vehicle accidents involving electric pole/equipment
collisions and the potential of dying or being severely injured by electric shock.

The group, headed up by Benjamin Bella of Eau Claire Energy Cooperative, is working with Safe
Electricity and Elevate Media Group to produce an impactful video that will be distributed through driver’s
education programs and electric cooperatives beginning in April. Federated Insurance provided funding
for the video project. The video was recorded near Holmen on Riverland Energy lines.

Co-ops Vote!

Please remember to cast your ballot in the upcoming spring primary election
which takes place this Tuesday, February 18.

On the ballot:

7th Congressional District (seat vacated by Rep. Sean Duffy, who
resigned)*
• Tricia Zunker (D)
• Lawrence Dale (D)
• Tom Tiffany (R)
• Jason Church (R)

*Winners from each party face off in the special election on May 12.

Wisconsin's 7th Congressional District includes Ashland, Barron, Bayfield,
Burnett, Clark, Douglas, Florence, Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Polk, Price, Rusk,
Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor, Vilas, and Washburn counties. Portions of Chippewa, Jackson, Juneau,
Monroe, and Wood counties are also in the district.

Supreme Court Justice (non-partisan)**
• Daniel Kelly (incumbent)
• Jill Karofsky
• Ed Fallone

**Top two face off in the general election on April 7.

The presidential primary is also April 7.

Job Market

Chief Executive Officer—Glencoe, Minn.

McLeod Cooperative Power Association, Glencoe, Minnesota, is a member-owned electric cooperative 
that provides electric and other services to over 6,500 homes, businesses, and industries in seven 
counties just west of the Minneapolis metropolitan area in Minnesota.

Due to a retirement, the McLeod Cooperative Power Association Board is seeking to fill the position of 
Chief Executive Officer. The Board is seeking a candidate who has leadership and utility experience
skills in member relations, human resources, finance and operations. In addition, the candidate should 
have strong communication, economic development, safety, and community relation skills.
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To qualify, candidates must have a bachelor's degree in engineering, finance, business, or a related field
and preferably five or more years experience in the electric utility industry with at least three years in a
leadership role. The successful candidate must be willing and able to facilitate change–be a strategic,
visionary, and innovative leader–and be people oriented. The successful candidate must be committed to
McLeod Cooperative Power members, its employees, and to all service area communities.

For more information regarding McLeod Cooperative Power, please visit our website at
www.mcleodcoop.com. To apply, please mail, fax, or email your resume with salary requirements by
February 27, 2020 to: Cindy Schue, Great River Energy, 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN
55369-4718. Fax: 763-445-6531. cschue@greatenergy.com. An EEO/AA Employer. No agencies please.

Visit Our Website View Condenser Archives
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